
for them- and be assured 
that He has plenty for all of 
us. Yes the other side looks 

greener but it’s not green 
we’re looking for, but gold. 

 

GO FOR THE 

GOLD! 

 

Have you ever wondered 
where we would be without 
our faith and without the 
love of God? Well to be 
quite honest, I hope we 
never have to find out. This 
is the Year of Faith and our 
faith tells us that God is 
forever by our side and that 
His love is eternal. He leads 
us along the narrow path to 
ensure we don’t become 
entangled in the seemingly 
greener side of the true 
path. You may ask, why the 
narrow path? The true path 
is indeed a narrow one but 
one that is trust worthy and 
true to its destination:  
eternal Life with God.  In 
this Year of Faith, we need 

to bring to life all the gifts 
that God has endowed us 
with so we can remain in 
the truth and give all the 
glory to God. Are we striv-
ing to live a life worthy of 
the calling or are we sitting 
on the sidelines watching 
what others might do? Let’s 
get off the fence and out 
there and accomplish what 
God has called us to do – be 
evangelizers of this great 
faith of ours. Let us not 
count the cost but count 
the blessings. Let us seek 
God in the broken, in the 
lost, in those who have lost 
hope. We must become fire 
starters and we must 
spread the fire so that all 
will receive what God has 

Coordinator’s Message by Joanie Farrell 

Coming Event:  Ignite Your Catholic Faith 

July 5-6, 2013 Corpus Christi 
Parish, St. John's 

 Speaker – Fr. Mark Goring 

Fr. Mark is currently the Di-
rector of the Catholic Charis-
matic Center in Houston, 
Texas.  Fr. Mark’s ministry 
involves bringing all people 
to the full life of Jesus Christ 
and his church through the 
empowering of the Holy 
Spirit.  He is a conference 
speaker, author and appears 

regularly on "Food for Life" 
television program in Can-
ada.    
A youth track will be held at 
this conference.  Bring a 
friend.  And  bring a young 
person!   For more info. Call 
Mike at 256-3859.  Reserve 
this weekend for an amazing 
ignition of Catholic faith! 

www.newfoundlandcatholicrenewal.com 
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In the three year lead up to 
the 50th Anniversary of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 
each year has been given a 
theme.  This year it is Marty-
ria.  This word literally means 
a place where the relics of a 
martyr are kept or a church 
built above the tomb of a 
martyr.  In the early Church, 
the martyrs were venerated 
and their Christian witness 
inspired those who came after 
to stay faithful to the end.    
Tertullian wrote that, “The 
blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the Church.”  The mar-
tyr’s willing sacrifice led to the 
conversion of others.  This is 
what we need today, those 
who are willing to undergo 
suffering in some way for the 
salvation of souls.   Is our suf-
fering redemptive for the pro-
motion of the Gospel?  Is our 
witness heroic?  Does it in-
spire others to follow Christ?   
Or is it somewhat lackluster 
and compromised?   Are we 
willing to be controversial, in 
the way that Jesus was con-
troversial – not saying what 
people wanted to hear, but 
saying the exact thing that 
they needed to hear, as we 
are inspired to speak in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, but 
not in the spirit of timidity? 
The scripture reading that 
upholds this year’s theme is 
from Romans 12:1-2   

Therefore, I urge you, brothers 
and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your 
true and proper worship. 2 Do 
not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
Are our minds renewed in 
Christ or conformed to the 
world, to the culture, to ma-
terialism and secular soci-
ety?  What is the test of 
this?  Do we long for the 
salvation of souls?  What are 
we doing individually and 
collectively for the salvation 
of souls?  Are we giving a 
Christian witness – a real 
Christian witness both by 
what we do and what we 
say and how we love?  Or 
are we just a nice person.  
We are called to be far 
more than nice people!  Do 
we follow what the Church 
teaches even when others 
are critical of our Catholic 
faith? Are we willing to bend 
on questions of faith and 
morals (like many other 
compromised Catholics) just 
because it makes us more 
acceptable to others?  Have 
we compromised our faith in 
this time of political correct-
ness?  Or do we know what 
the Church teaches and up-
hold it in our personal lives?  
Are we concerned more 
about what others think of 
us than what God thinks of 
us?  Are we willing to be a 
martyr in the public square?  
Or even within our own par-
ishes when faced with com-
promised opinions?  Are we 
doing what we can to intro-
duce new people to the Bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit?  
Through the Charismatic 
Renewal, do we make an 
effort to invite new people 

to our prayer meetings, and 
to Life in the Spirit Semi-
nars?  Or have we kept the 
Holy Spirit the best kept 
secret in town?  Do we 
make an effort to pass the 
fire of the Holy Spirit on to 
others – especially young 
people?   How are we sup-
porting authentic ministry 
to our young people?   Do 
we realize the gravity of our 
obligation as followers of 
Christ?   

Romans 9: 14 How, then, can 
they call on the one they 
have not believed in? And 
how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they 
hear without someone 
preaching to them? 15 And 
how can anyone preach 
unless they are sent?” 

As I conclude, I leave with 
you some words that 
should resonate with us 
during this year of Martyria:  
Fire starter, Renewal, Bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit, Evan-
gelization, Passing on the 
Fire to young people.  The 
Lord is calling for action.  
Recently I had a word:  Clar-
ion Call.  The Lord is calling 
his people into action.  He 
has an urgent call for us to 
respond .  At this time, I 
also had an image of sol-
diers lying on the ground .  
They suddenly sprung up 
into action and began to 
march in formation.  Let 
that be us, Brothers and 
Sisters!  Let us follow the 
call to action! 

By Christine Manuel 

50th Anniversary of Catholic Charismatic Renewal 

Do not conform to 

the pattern of this 

world, but be 

transformed by the 

renewing of your 

mind. Romans 12:2   
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 In his book, Cyril John 
tells us that intercession 
is a “prayer of petition on 
behalf of another.”  An 
intercessor is one who 
takes the place of an-
other or another’s case. 
Another definition of in-
tercession is “Holy, be-
lieving, persevering 
prayer whereby someone 
pleads with God on be-
half of another or others 
who desperately needs 
God’s intervention. It is 
an act of love that goes 
beyond one’s own per-
sonal needs. It relates to 
the salvific plan of God. It 
is partaking in God’s plan 
of salvation. Intercession 
is entering into a human-
divine partnership in 
God’s mission for the 
world. The true mark of 
intercession is that we 
take upon ourselves the 
burdens that belong to 
those for whom we are 

praying.  In his book, 
Crossing the Threshold of 
Hope, Pope John Paul II 
wrote, “God entrusted to 
men their own salvation; 
he entrusted to them the 
Church and in the Church, 
the redeeming work of 
Christ. God entrusted this 
to all – both to individuals 
and humanity as a whole.  
This is the basis of inter-
cession. Every Christian is 
duty-bound to intercede, 
because it is a responsibil-
ity entrusted to him or 
her as part of the plan of 
God.  St. Paul exhorts us, 
“First of all, then, I urge 
you that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions and 
thanksgivings be made 
for everyone, for kings 
and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may 
lead a quiet and peace-
able life in all godliness 
and dignity” (Tim 2:1-2.)  
Lord Tennyson wrote, 

“More things are 
wrought by prayer than 
this world dreams of.” 
Zech 4:6 says “Not by 
power, but by my spirit 
says the Lord of Host’s.”  
We are all called to be 
intercessors as Chris-
tians.  On  Pentecost 
Weekend, the NCR will 
be offering a weekend of  
teachings and prayers in 
Gander  on Intercession.  
In Charismatic Renewal, 
if our efforts are not 
founded on prayer, then 
we will not see the fruits 
of our efforts.  As it says 
in Holy Scripture, “Unless 
the LORD builds the 
house, They labor in vain 
who build it; Unless the 
LORD guards the city, The 
watchman keeps awake 
in vain. “ Ps 127:1 

Rom 6:4), through which we 
can address God as Father, 
and it ends with the passage 
through death to eternal life, 
fruit of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, whose will it 
was, by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, to draw those who 
believe in him into his own 
glory (cf. Jn 17:22). To pro-
fess faith in the Trinity – Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit – is 
to believe in one God who is 
Love (cf. 1 Jn 4:8): the Fa-

The “door of faith” (Acts 
14:27) is always open for us, 
ushering us into the life of 
communion with God and 
offering entry into his 
Church. It is possible to cross 
that threshold when the 
word of God is proclaimed 
and the heart allows itself to 
be shaped by transforming 
grace. To enter through that 
door is to set out on a jour-
ney that lasts a lifetime. It 
begins with baptism (cf. 

ther, who in the fullness of 
time sent his Son for our 
salvation; Jesus Christ, who 
in the mystery of his death 
and resurrection redeemed 
the world; the Holy Spirit, 
who leads the Church 
across the centuries as we 
await the Lord’s glorious 
return. 

 
 

Pray Lifting Up Holy Hands: The Prayer of Intercession  

Apostolic Letter of Pope Benedict XVI For the Year of Faith 

Every Christian is 

duty-bound to 

intercede, because it 

is a responsibility 

entrusted to him or 

her as part of the 

plan of God.   

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

http://luisapiccarreta.me/apostolic-letter


 

Why Necessity?  

Doctor Ralph Martin, Con-

sulter to the Pontifical 

Council for the New Evan-

gelization, in his acclaimed 

A Crisis  Of Faith book, 

quotes Pope Paul VI (post 

Vatican 2) as follows: 

Satan’s smoke has made it 

into the temple of God 

through some crack … One 

no longer trusts the Church; 

one trusts the first profane 

prophet that comes along 

… doubt has entered our 

consciences … It was be-

lieved that after the Second 

Vatican Council there 

would be a day of sunshine 

in the history of the Church. 

There came instead a day 

of clouds, storm and dark-

ness, of search and uncer-

tainty. This came about 

through an adverse power; 

his name is the Devil. 

In a summer 2011 article – 

“A New Pentecost? Catholic 

Theology and Baptism in 

the Spirit”, Martin speaks 

of the present collapse of 

Christendom and the rise of 

a new international pagan 

culture to the level of the 

dictatorship of relativism 

that Pope Benedict xvi 

warned of.  Martin asserts 

that the Western Church 

today has been shaken 

to its core as it faces cir-

cumstances more like 

those faced by the early 

Church than anything we 

have seen.  

An Oct. 2012 Zenith 

website article, by Ann 

Schneible, notes Martin’s 

initial dismay at some of 

the issues presented by 

different bishops to the 

Rome Synod on the New 

Evangelization, citing in 

particular the disintegra-

tion of the social fabric 

and the fabric of Catholic 

life in some countries 

and the pressure from 

Islam in many countries. 

Martin again voiced his 

fear of a “silent heresy” 

about universal salvation   

--- “… just be a good per-

son and you‘ll be saved.” 

He cites the danger of 

the average Catholic’s 

thinking everybody’s a 

good person, thus ignor-

ing Lumen Gentium 16 --

- “… Very often human 

beings exchange the 

truth of God for a lie and 

worship the creature 

rather than the creator.” 

Martin stresses that 

one’s eternal destiny is 

at issue here, thus there 

is an urgent need for 

evangelization. With the 

world, the flesh and the 

devil at work in people’s 

lives, many are not seek-

ing God, responding to 

his grace or living in ac-

cord with their con-

science, so they really 

need to hear that for-

giveness of sins and res-

urrection is possible in 

Jesus Christ. Another 

Oct. 2012 Zenith article 

(by Edward Pentin) refer-

ences US professor of 

history and political sci-

ence, Edmund Mazza’s, 

assertion those 1700 

years after the birth of 

Christian civilization 

(Constantine’s conver-

sion to Christianity), the 

modern world has for-

gotten its Christian ori-

gins. “Instead of erecting 

triumphal crosses and 

cathedrals … Christian 

symbols are being torn 

down or not permitted.” 

We have only to think of 

the tragic fate of our 

Catholic School System. 

Mazza speaks also of the 

Fatima apparitions fore-

telling Russia overtaken 

by a secular socialism, 

with government con-

trolling everything, and 

contradicting the peo-

ple’s religion, especially 

Christianity.  

The Necessity of the Charisms in the Building 

of the Church  by Allison Melvin 

“Open yourselves docilely to 

the gifts of the Spirit.  Accept 

gratefully and obediently the 

charisms which the Holy 

Spirit never ceases to bestow 

on us.” 

Pope John Paul II 
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The Catholic Church at the 

End of an Age, Dr. Martin’s 

1994 book, comments on 

the growth of moral pollu-

tion --- how the spread of 

New Age ideas has infil-

trated the Church, even 

being used in some re-

treats, workshops and 

preaching; how TV pro-

motes affluence without  

moral values, plus explicit 

sex and raging crime. Also 

cited is the societal spread 

of violence, drug wars, por-

nography, sexual abuse, 

sexually transmitted dis-

eases  (even in young 

teens), abortions, divorces, 

environmental pollution --- 

the list is endless. We are 

forced to realize how these 

pollutants have spread 

with disastrous results in 

the eighteen years since.  

Father Trevor Nathasingh, 

speaker at our 2011 Con-

ference, spoke at a previ-

ous conference of how our 

senses can be dulled by the 

many pagan influences 

around us. He used the 

examples of gay marriage 

(labeling it a “demon’s de-

lusion”), and the killing of 

millions of unborn children 

while having laws to pro-

tect dogs. While not in any 

way excusing sexual abuse 

by some clergy, he labeled 

it “one of the manifesta-

tions of diabolical efforts 

to destroy the church … 

no priest, no Eucharist". 

Pope John ii, in a 1998 

Address to 500,000 rep-

resentatives of Renewal 

Movements, assured 

them that “Whenever 

the Spirit intervenes, he 

leaves people astonished 

… He radically changes 

persons and history. It is 

not only through the sac-

raments and ministra-

tions of the Church that 

the Holy Spirit makes 

holy people … Allotting 

his gifts as he wills 

(1Cor12); he also distrib-

utes special graces 

among the faithful of 

every rank …. He makes 

them fit and ready to 

undertake various tasks 

and offices for the re-

newal and building of 

the Church” (Lumen 

Gentium 12). Thus the 

Holy Father was stating 

that the charisms of the 

Holy Spirit are and es-

sential complement to 

the working of the Spirit 

in the sacramental and 

hierarchical dimensions 

of the Church. The Pope 

acknowledged also that, 

prior to Vatican II, the 

charismatic dimension, 

though so important, 

was in a sense forgotten 

or overshadowed by a 

“too exclusive emphasis 

on the sacramental and hierar-

chical dimensions.” In 2006 

Pope Benedict xvi reaffirmed 

these views of John Paul to Re-

newal Movement leaders. His 

plea to those gathered and to 

all Christians has been re-

peated many times since: Open 

yourselves docilely to the gifts 

of the Spirit. Accept gratefully 

and obediently the charisms 

which the Holy Spirit never 

ceases to bestow on us.  A Sept. 

2012 Zenith web article quotes 

Pope Benedict advising newly 

consecrated bishops to boldly 

invite people from every walk 

of life to an encounter with 

Christ. An Oct. 4, 2012  Zenith 

article quotes  Australian 

Archbishop Constelloe to the 

New Evangelization Synod … 

the only treasure the Church 

has is Christ … if Christ is not at 

the heart of everything we do, 

we’ve lost our way. 

Cardinal Suenens, well known 

in Renewal circles, says that 

before humbling himself to 

receive the Baptism in the Holy 

Spirit, he was like an organ de-

prived of some of its melody 

because some of the pipes had 

never been used. Many of us, I 

believe can identify with that. 

The new Catechism (800) re-

minds us that “Charisms are to 

be accepted with gratitude by 

the person who receives them 

and by all members of the 

Church”. 

The new Catechism (800) 

reminds us that “Charisms 

are to be accepted with 

gratitude  by the person who 

receives them by  all 

members of the Church.” 
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But ...each according to 
his ability.  Maybe my 
ability is to offer a kind 
word or a smile to 
someone in the super-
market lineup or in the 
doctor’s waiting room.  
Maybe it’s to reach out 
to some poor or down-
trodden person in my 
community.  I recall a 
brief visit to the cancer 
ward of the old Janeway 
Hospital.  I needed di-
rection from the nursing 
station, but no one was 
there.  Instinctively, my 
impatience  and critical 
judgment began to rise.  
Just them a small boy, 
with pale face, bald 
head and probing blue 
eyes, crept from behind 
the desk to help me.  
What an encounter with 
Christ that was!  The 
child was using the only 
observable gifts he still 
possessed—his fading 
physical presence and 
indomitable spirit. 
 
We can’t all be Ralph 
Martins or Cardinal Sue-
nens, but God has given 
each of us a gift or gifts 
that He is asking us to 
use to help build His 
Kingdom.  Isn’t this Year   
 

The Necessity of the Charisms in the Building 

of the Church (continued) 

Isn’t the Year of Faith an 

ideal time to ask ourselves:  

Have  I really tried to 

identify and use the charism 

that God has given me?  If 

not, am I willing to start 

now? 
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 Our Response 

Thus, Scripture asserts the 

necessity of the Charisms 

in the building of the King-

dom. The hierarchy of the 

Church and lay spiritual 

leaders all over the world 

speak of this same neces-

sity. So what does this say 

to each of us? We have 

been reminded many 

times that every baptized 

person is called to evangel-

ize, and that most evange-

lization occurs in our ordi-

nary situations – our 

homes, our work or social 

gatherings. All the laity, 

and each and every one 

according to his ability, 

must nourish the world 

with spiritual fruit (Lumen 

Gentium). We must over-

come any shyness we have 

about witnessing to oth-

ers.  Luke 12; 8 ---whoever 

acknowledges me before 

men … the Son of Man  will 

acknowledge him before 

the angels of God.  And 

still many of us con-

clude...Not me; God Could-

n’t be calling me to evan-

gelize.  I’m too shy; I can’t 

speak in front of people;  I 

don’t know Scripture; I’d 

fool up;  Who? Me?  

You're crazy! 

of Faith  an ideal time to 
ask ourselves:  Have I really 
tried to identify my 
charism/s?  Have I used my 
gift/s as God wishes?  If 
not, am I willing to start 
now?  Our fears, especially 
our fear of failure, can 
paralyze us. 
 
It is so vital for us to re-
member that it is God, not 
us, who is in charge, who is 
doing the work.  Our part is 
to say yes to his call, to use 
His gifts to us for His glory, 
for the spread of the reign 
of Christ.  We must never 
forget how often Jesus, in 
the Gospels, says, “Fear 
not”. 
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Some years ago, I had a 

personal experience of 

the reality of the Eucha-

ristic Presence.  I was 

attending daily Mass in 

my parish on a Monday 

evening. Everything was 

much as usual until the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

when I noticed a strange 

occurrence.  In this par-

ticular parish, the taber-

nacle where Jesus is 

housed is built into the 

wall directly behind the 

altar.  It is the centre of 

the Church and the front 

of the tabernacle is an 

embossed design of 

bronze.  While the priest 

was saying Mass, I 

started to notice that the 

tabernacle started to pul-

sate – the gleam of the 

bronze as it reflected the 

light caught my eye and 

so I directed my gaze to-

wards it.  The tabernacle 

pulsated strongly with a 

regular beat.  It was as if 

the tabernacle was pul-

sating like a human heart 

- as an exposed heart 

would, within a human 

chest.  I looked around to 

see if any of the other 

parishioners noticed 

what I was seeing behind 

the altar, but it appeared 

that it was only I who 

observed this event.  It 

lasted for at least five 

minutes and then it 

stopped and resumed its 

normal appearance.  I 

will never forget it, nor 

deny what I saw. Since 

that time, I have often 

pondered why this hap-

pened.  It was not neces-

sary for God to instill a 

belief in the Real Pres-

ence in me.   Since my 

earliest childhood, I have 

had an unshakable belief 

in the Real of Presence 

of Jesus in the Eucharist.  

I always have had that 

strong belief and as 

weak as my faith has 

been in other matters as 

I grew from a child to an 

adult, the Eucharistic 

Presence of Jesus is a 

solid and non-negotiable 

Truth to me.  That is why 

I know that faith is a free 

gift.   I did not have to 

struggle with it, agonize 

over it, and finally accept 

it, as so many do (or do 

not).  I have always be-

lieved with the same 

childhood acceptance.  

Just as much as if I saw 

my friend on the street 

and said, “It is you, my 

friend.”  In much the 

same way, it is recogni-

tion, that the Eucharistic 

Presence is indeed Jesus.  

“It is You, my Lord.”  Per-

haps, this experience is a 

grace for me to share 

with others, as I am 

sharing with you.   

One conclusion that I 

have reached, about this 

surprising event, is that 

Jesus reveals an aspect 

of His Divine nature.  His 

heart beats for you.  His 

heart loves you.  His 

heart longs for you.  And 

he wishes for you (and 

me) to come and visit 

Him,  so that we can 

adore Him and spend 

time with Him so that 

we can learn how to 

really love.  Mother 

Teresa once said, 

““Prayer enlarges the 

heart until it is capable 

of containing God’s gift 

of himself.”  God has a 

significant work to do in 

all of us. 

Eucharistic Adoration by Christine Manuel 

The greatest love 

story of all time is 

contained in a tiny  

white host.  
 

 

Bishop Fulton Sheen  

Eucharistic Vigil 
Holy Spirit Prayer Group 
Corner Brook 
Fall 2012 

 

 



If you are like me, when I 

am faced with the oppor-

tunity for Eucharistic Ado-

ration, I often shrink from 

it.  Eucharistic Adoration 

is something that requires 

discipline and desire.   I 

feel that I am often lack-

ing in both these respects 

and I have often felt so 

distracted through this 

experience that I have felt 

that I was wasting the 

Lord’s time and my own 

time.  In a culture that 

rewards productivity and 

efficiency, spending time 

in Eucharistic Adoration, 

would not seem to be 

time well spent.  How-

ever, I suggest that Eu-

charistic Adoration is not 

only time well spent but 

also time very well 

wasted.  Because if we 

spend it – it is spent with 

the Lord, and if it is 

wasted, it is wasted with 

the Lord.  Let us consider 

in our hearts and spend 

time with the Lord.  Let 

our Lord warm our cold 

and indifferent hearts. 

 This reminds me of the 

woman in the Scriptures 

in Luke 7:  37-50.  She 

brought an alabaster flask 

of ointment to bathe the 

Lord’s feet and wiped 

His feet with her hair.  

She had no lofty aim, 

only to spend time with 

Him, to love Him, and to 

bring Him comfort.  The 

Lord appreciated her 

visible sign of love.  And 

He will appreciate your 

sign of love - however 

little or however ex-

travagant.  We may not 

feel productive, we may 

not feel that the Lord is 

doing much with our 

distracted minds and 

fidgety bodies; we may 

feel what is the use? – I 

can’t pray and this has 

very little value.  The 

only thing is that our 

valuation is not accu-

rate.   For example, 

when we spend time 

with our friends, do we 

evaluate our conversa-

tions with them as 

meaningless, unless we 

are deeply engrossed in 

serious conversations?  

If this is the only criteria 

then our time and our 

conversations spent 

with our friends would 

be rated quite poorly.   

And then, would we 

say,” Well why bother, 

that is a waste of time!”  

You see, we are to culti-

vate our relationship 

with the Lord, as with a 

friend, or with our fami-

lies.  And we need to 

spend time together – if 

only to sit in His pres-

ence and gaze upon Him. 

In the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, 1418, it 

says, “Because Christ 

himself, is present in the 

sacrament of the altar, 

he is to be honored with 

the worship of adora-

tion. “To visit the 

Blessed Sacrament is…a 

proof of gratitude, an 

expression of love, and a 

duty of adoration toward 

Christ our Lord.” (Paul 

VI, MF 66).  We come to 

visit Jesus because…we 

are thankful, we love 

Him, and it is our most 

precious duty!  It is a 

loving obligation.  Some 

time ago, Ralph Martin 

wrote an article entitled, 

“Charismatic and Con-

templative:  What Would 

John of the Cross Say?”  

In it, he points it out that 

there is no contradiction 

between being charis-

matic and contempla-

tive, indeed, we are 

called to be both charis-

matic and contempla-

tive.   

Eucharistic Adoration (Continued) 

O Master, meek and humble of 

heart, open my heart:  for there 

must be something the matter 

with it, that it remains so cold, 

that it does not beat in 

harmony with those mysterious 

pulsations that come from your 

Sacred Heart.  Of old you did 

say, “With desolation is all the 

world made desolate because 

there is not one who considers 

in the heart.” “Oh, that I would 

consider in the heart.”   

Fr. Benedict J. Murdoch  
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To grow in spiritual ma-

turity, in Catholic Charis-

matic Renewal we are 

really called to the full 

expression of the charis-

matic gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, and the contempla-

tive gifts of the Holy Spirit 

– they both originate with 

the same Spirit.  Further-

more, there are many 

blessings associated with 

Eucharistic Adoration.  In 

the Constitution on the 

Sacred Liturgy, the Coun-

cil says, “The spiritual life, 

however, is not limited 

solely to participation in 

the liturgy. The Chris-

tian is indeed called to 

pray with his brethren, 

but he must also enter 

into his chamber to 

pray to the Father, in 

secret.”  And I propose 

that Eucharistic Adora-

tion is a most excellent 

opportunity to 

strengthen and deepen 

our relationship with 

the Lord.  Let us bask in 

this “radiation ther-

apy.”    He is the cure 

for all that ails us.  In 

Eucharistic Adoration, 

there is a heart that 

waits for you and me.  

We can encounter a lov-

ing Presence who will 

not leave us untrans-

formed and unchanged.  

Let us tap into the 

power that lies within 

the Holy of Holies and 

spend some time “Son-

bathing!”   

and did the seminars 
with our prayer 
group.  It was a time 
of great blessings 
and renewal. Just as 
the scriptures said, 
our hearts were on 
fire for more.  God 
had opened our un-
derstanding and the 
more we listened to 
the Good News and 
witnessed the Graces 
being poured out 
upon us, our hearts 
kept thirsting for 
more.  Many new 
people came and en-

“Wasn’t it like a fire 
burning in us when He 
talked to us on the 
road and explained the 
Scriptures to us.” (Luke 
24:32). “What gives life 
is God’s Spirit; man’s 
power is of no use at 
all”. (John 8:63).  These 
are just a couple of 
scriptures that come to 
mind when I reflect 
back on the Life in the 
Spirit seminars we at-
tended last fall.  The 
Newfoundland Catholic 
Renewal Committee 
came to Marystown 

joyed the seminars with 
us and I am sure their 
faith was strengthened 
in many ways.  The 
prayer group from 
Marystown sends it 
heartfelt thanks and ap-
preciation to the Re-
newal Committee for 
giving of their time so 
freely. I know, just as we 
were blessed by their 
presence, they too were 
blessed in sharing their 
gifts with us. 
 
By Kathleen Murphy 

Eucharistic Adoration (Continued) 

Life in the Spirit Seminar: Marystown 

 

  Bishop Fulton Sheen - 

"The faith that allows you 

to see the risen Lord in 

the Blessed Sacrament is 

the same faith the 

disciples saw in the risen 

Lord". 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

 

 

More prayer; more 

power;  

Little prayer; little 

power.   

No prayer; no power 



Ralph Martin 

Quite a few people have 
asked for my comments on 
Fr. Barron’s column on my 
book, Will Many Be Saved? 
What Vatican II Actually 
Teaches and Its Implica-
tions for the New Evangeli-
zation. I have shared these 
comments directly with Fr. 
Barron and we have agreed 
to discuss these issues 
more fully in the future. I 
am honored that Fr. Barron 
would pay attention to my 
book and appreciate the 
positive comments he 
made but I would like to 
offer a few reflections in 
response as well. 
My main purpose in writing 
the book was to draw at-
tention to the actual teach-
ing of Lumen Gentium 16, 
both as to the possibility of 
being saved without hear-
ing the Gospel with its pre-
cise requirements as con-
tained in both the text of 
LG 16 and its footnote 2, 
and its estimation that 
“very often” these condi-
tions aren’t fulfilled and 
therefore, for the sake of 
people in this situation of 
salvation, the Gospel must 
urgently be preached. I in-
cluded the Rahner and 
Balthasar chapters because 
their impact has been such 
as to make it hard for peo-
ple to give a hearing to the 
actual teaching of the 
Council. Also, I am not 
speculating or offering any 
opinion in the book about 
the relative numbers of the 

saved and lost. I am not 
claiming to know that 
there are more people in 
hell than heaven, or vice 
versa. I am not claiming 
hell is “densely popu-
lated” although it very 
well may be. I think Fr. 
Barron’s column gives 
the impression by the 
way comments are juxta-
posed that I am arguing 
for a position on how 
many are or will be in 
hell. I’m not. All I am 
claiming, with Vatican II, 
is that “very often” peo-
ple find themselves in a 
perilous situation regard-
ing salvation and we 
can’t presume they will 
be  
saved without coming to 
explicit faith, repentance 
and baptism. I also want 
to indicate that the 
teaching of LG 16 specifi-
cally locates itself in con-
tinuity with the scripture 
and doctrinal tradition of 
the Church and needs to 
be interpreted within the 
hermeneutic of continu-
ity. I also want to point 
out that people don’t live 
in a neutral environment 
but are acted upon by 
the powerful effects of 
original and actual sin, 
the work of the devil who 
continually assaults us 
with “fiery darts” and is 
going about like a 
“roaring lion seeking to 
devour souls,” and the 
“world” characterized by 

a post-Christian, often ag-
gressively hostile culture to 
Christ and the Church, which 
immensely influences people 
to take paths away from 
Christ and the Church and to 
“love the darkness rather 
than the light.” Regarding the 
“broad” and “narrow” ways, I 
suppose there is some vari-
ability in the relative num-
bers of people on either way 
depending on whether a 
Christian culture forms the 
context of peoples’ lives or 
not. We are definitely enter-
ing into a post-Christian age 
as regards to Western culture 
and it appears to be getting 
more difficult to follow 
Christ, absent the societal 
and cultural support that 
once was more present. Drift-
ing along with the culture 
today, as many people are, is 
drifting towards destruction. 
My point is to reveal the ur-
gency of evangelization—to 
invite people who may cur-
rently be on the broad way 
leading to destruction, to 
leave it and find the source of 
life, Christ and the Church. 
People who may be on the 
broad way don’t need to stay 
on it and I think more Catho-
lics will be willing to take the 
risk to “give a reason” for the 
hope that is within them if 
they realize that something 
ultimate is really at stake – 
heaven or hell. 
 
 

Will Many Be Saved? By Ralph Martin 

“Very often people find 

themselves in a perilous 

situation regarding salvation 

and we can’t presume they 

will be saved without coming 

to explicit faith, repentance, 

and baptism.” 
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 In prayer I had this image 

of Jesus sitting by a fire pit 

with a stick in his hand. I 

saw that the sparks were 

still red and Jesus was stir-

ring them up. I felt the 

power of the Spirit as I 

wrote this prayer:  

Stir up the ashes of our 
hearts and ignite the Fire of 
your Love in your people 
once again. Our hearts are 
thirsty for your Love. We cry 

out to know you, the Lord of 
our lives and souls. Come 
with the power of your 
Spirit to set our hearts on 
Fire with vigor and excite-
ment in serving you, our 
Lord and Our God… Bring 
Your people together as 
one, to serve the one God 
with love and zeal. We are 
one flock and we have one 
God who cares for his loved 
ones. Let us go forward in 
the love of our God 

We have to be open and 
ready to accept what He 
tells us. 
He wants us to be open and 
know that He is everywhere 
and in everything.  He is in 
everything we say and do.  
He wants us to know that He 
loves us.  He has given each 
and everyone of us a special 
gift, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, which we received in 

These prayer meetings are 
giving me a sense of joy and 
fulfillment.  We come to-
gether with no expectations 
and we let God do the talk-
ing in our hearts and release 
the power of the Holy Spirit, 
which we have locked away, 
too frightened to use.  God 
speaks to us in the prayer 
meeting  and in our lives, 
using many words and signs.  

Baptism, and renewed in 
Confirmation.  The gift is 
lying there for us to un-
wrap and experience the 
wondrous joys of God’s 
love for us.  This gift knocks 
down all barriers and prob-
lems in our lives.  We just 
have to unwrap it and fol-
low the guiding light to our 
Father in Heaven. 
By Patrick Byrne 

Prophetic Word (Continued) 

Charismatic Prayer Meetings (Reflection) 

sovereign will in every circum-
stance. Unconditional love 
shall motivate and crown their 
every effort. 
  
Yes, they shall meet obstacles, 
but their certainty of triumph 
in Me shall carry them 
through to victory in every 
instance of self-giving, every 
instance of self-sacrifice for 
the glory of My kingdom. 
Countless are the gifts and 
talents I shall activate in my 
faithful, submissive ones.  

Using these charisms in ver-
bal proclamation and humble, 
loving service, they shall be as 
an array of light magnets, 
radiating, attracting, drawing 
a multitude to the source of 
their magnetism -- to Me.  
My people must decide if 
they wish to enlist in this ser-
vice, be part of this team. 
There are no quota limits for 
this team. The primary quali-
fication is a yes, an uncondi-
tional submission to My 
mighty plan.  

I have told you many times 
that I  am assembling a 
team. I am enlightening 
and empowering that 
team. I am lifting up, 
strengthening and embold-
ening that team. Its human 
components shall come 
from all walks of life -- from 
every discipline needed to 
minister to my poor, suffer-
ing, alienated or lost ones. 
All shall be given a humble 
and submissive spirit, sub-
missive; that is, to my    

Oh Holy Spirit, beloved of my 

soul...I adore You.  Enlighten me, 

guide me, strengthen me, console 

me.  Tell me what I should do...give 

me Your orders.  I promise to 

submit myself to all that You desire 

of me and to accept all that You 

permit to happen to me.  Let me 

only know Your Will. 

Cardinal Meriar 
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July 26, 2012:  Prophetic 
word received while gath-
ered and pondering what 
God’s plan is for the prov-
ince of Newfoundland.  The 
Lord revealed that New-
foundland would be like a 
New Zion. 
 
In days to come, the moun-
tain of the Lord’s temple 
will be established as the 
highest mountain; it will be 
raised above the hills, and 

all nations will stream 
toward it.  Many peoples 
will come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to 
the Lord’s mountain to 
the house of the God of 
Jacob.   He will instruct us 
in His ways  and we may 
walk in His paths.  For 
From Zion shall go forth 
instruction and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem.  He will judge be-
tween the nations, and 

will set terms for many 
peoples.  They will beat 
their swords into plow-
shares and  their spears 
into pruning hooks.  One 
nation shall not raise the 
sword against another, nor 
will they train for war 
again.  House of Jacob, 
come; let us walk in the 
light of the Lord! 
Isaiah 2:3-5 

 

Prophetic Word 

 

ministry  by Eileen Hebert. 
There were a total of thirty 
participants from various 
parishes in the Archdiocese. 
The study is direct fruit from 
a Life in the Spirit Seminar 
that was held at St. Juliana's 
Prayer group last Spring.  St. 
Juliana's Prayer Group will 
be continuing this endeavor 
by offering a  

 

St. Juliana's Prayer Group is 
delighted to report the suc-
cess of the 8 week Bible 
Study in the Archdiocese of 
St. John's. The Introductory 
Bible Study by well know 
Catholic author, Jeff Cavins, 
was held at Corpus Christi 
on Saturday afternoons and 
led by Father William 
Browne and Marguerite 
Broaders, with music  
 

The closer we get to the 

TRUTH,  

The brighter we will become. 
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Town Location Day and Time Contact Person 
Phone Number/
Email 

Bay Bulls Chapel in Bay Bulls 
Wednesday at 8:00 

pm 
Allison Melvin 334-3464 

Brigus 
St. Patrick's Parish 
Hall 

Wednesday at 2:00 
pm 

Rita Fitzgerald 528-4771 

Corner Brook 
Holy Redeemer  
Cathedral 

 Friday at 7:30 pm Christine Manuel 634-2636 

Goulds St. Kevin's Church Monday at 7:30 pm 

Betty Melvin - 
(Medjugorje Prayer 
Group) 

emelvin@nl.rogers.com 

Marystown Sacred Heart Church Sunday at 7:00 pm Joanie Farrell 279-3415 

Stephenville St. Stephen's Church 
Wednesday at 7:45 
pm 

Brenda Marche 643-4336 

St. John's St. Pius X Parish Hall Thursday at 7:45 pm Brian Whelan 726-3139 

St. John's 
Corpus Christi Parish 
Centre.  

Friday evenings at 
8:15 pm 

Gerard and Rita 

McCarthy 
747-9730 

Gander 
Holy Family Prayer 
Meeting 

Tuesday evenings in 
Parish House at 7:30  

Mike & Bertha Keating 256-3859 

Local Prayer Meetings are Available for the Following Areas and Times 

24 week Bible Study in the 
Fall. We invite you to come 
and join us as we journey 
through this "Great Adven-
ture!" For more information 
contact Gerard/Rita 
McCarthy at 747-9730 or 
email marriagesfor-
mary@gmail.com  

  Bible Study 

mailto:emelvin@nl.rogers.com
mailto:marriagesformary@gmail.com
mailto:marriagesformary@gmail.com

